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invaders had not expected an attack and, taken
by surprise, left the place empty-handed and
feeling disgraced.

Shortly after this victory came the birthday
of the chieftain's son. The populace was happy
with the victory over the Mahrattas. With that
came the joy of the heir-apparent's birthday.
The enthusiasm of the townspeople knew no
bounds. There was procession after procession
in the temple and for a number of days brahmins
and destitute people got free feeding. There
were, besides, a number of singing parties. The
more important of the processions were conducted
at the expense of the palace. Ramarasa Nayak
stood in the gatherings before the deity, humble
and devout. When persons of position and fortune
act in this way they win the affection and respect
of the people, Ramarasa by his conduct became
rooted in the affections of his people, more firmly
than ever.

When festivity of this kind takes place in a
town it is not merely the good things of life that
receive encouragement. Along with the good
people the bad ones also take part in festivity.
In the celebrations on this occasion in Nijagal,
the small and big mischief-mongers of the town
gathered and had their own fun, Kasturi Nayak,